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INITIALLY, I  WISH  TO  EXPRESS  PROFOUND  APPRECIATION  FOR  THE  PATIENCE  AND  GENEROUS 
COOPERATION  OF  "THE  LINCOLN  LIFE  FOUNDATION"  AND  THE  INFORMATION  GLEANED  FROM 
THEIR  INVALUABLE  PUBLICATION.  "LINCOLN  LORE" 


Delivered  before  the  Aquarian  Foundation  (Honolulu  Branch)  February  9,  1977. 

In  the  research  done  on  this  project  I  have  found  why  the 
Southerners  are  in  many  cases  still  prone  to  hold  Lincoln  in  disrespect 
and  contempt.     In  the  campaign  for  his  first  term  he  assured  the  South 
they  need  have  no  concern  about  what  he  might  do  about  slavery.     It  was 
an  established  institution  and  he  had  no  right,  constitutionally,  to 
interfere  with  it  in  any  way,  despite  the  fact  that  he  had  often  spoken 
out  against  this  inhuman  barbaric  practice  of  making  chattle  property 
of  humans.     But,  perhaps  as  a  campaign  expedient,  he  firmly  soft 
peddled  his  aversion  to  the  slave  situation.    He  assured  the  Southerners 
he  had  no  intention  of  interfering  with  slavery  in  the  stfates  where  it 
existed  as  he  acknowledged  this  was  a  states  rights  situation. 

At  the  outset  of  the  war,   time  and  again  he  firmly  stated  it  was 
to  save  the  Union,  to  enforce  the  concept  that  no  state  had  a  consti- 
tutional right  to  secede  from  the  Union. 

However,  on  July  13th,  1862  he  assured  Secretary  Seward  and 
Secretary  Welles  he  would  have  to  issue  a  proclamation  as  a  war  measure 
in  the  states  in  armed  revolt,  or  fcte  himselfpubdued .    With  much  anxious 
thought  and  deep/PonsISerilion  he  set  out  to  compose  the  first  draft. 

Here  we  can  state  that  a  book ^"Nineteenth  Century  Miracles",  by 
Emma  Hardings  Britten,  published  in  1883  claims  that  in  1361  at  a  seance 
conducted  through  the  mediumship  of  J.  B.  Conkling  at  the  Whitehouse, 
the  spirits  not  only  urged  the  subject  of  the  emancipation,  but  that  they, 
in  the  name  of  the  independence  fathers,  spelled  out  letter-by-letter  the 
preliminary  draft  of  the  favbus  document.     It  is  then  claimed  that  as  a 
result  of  this  influence  the  president  proceded  with  its  composition. 
In  December.    1862  *r  .  —  ™~W^  ^  ~<=  — 
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'  Delivered  before  the  Aquarian  Foundation  (Honolulu  Branch)  Feb.  16,  1977. 

As  a  practicing  lawyer  he  was  highly  successful.    Though  moderate  in  his 
charges  he  was  by  no  means  a  poor  man.    He  received  an  average  of  $5,000  a  year  which 
according  to  inflationary  translation  was  the  equivalent  of  $150,000  today, 
according  to  his  latest  biographer  whom  I  shall  mention  later. 

These  were  a  few  of  the  rough  spots  in  his  life: 
Failed  in  business  in  1831. 
Defeated  in  the  legislature  in  '32. 
Again  failed  in  business  in  '33. 
Sweetheart  died  in  '35. 
Had  a  nervous  breakdown  in  *36. 
Defeated  for  Speaker  in  '38. 
Defeated  for  Congress  in  f43. 
Again  in  '48. 

Defeated  for  Senate  in  '55. 
Defeated  for  Vice  President  in  '56. 
Defeated  for  Senator  in  *58 
Finally  he  made  it  in  '60  when  he  was  elected  President  of  the  United  States 


As  an  indication  of  the  extensive  and  continuing  interest  in  Lincoln  I  have 

'1  ■■ 
listed  some  pertinent  items. 

LINCOLN  LORE  of  December,  1962,  says  that  the  Foundation  owns  412  foreign 

:  j 

Lincoln  volumes  in  52  languages. 

An  earlier  edition  said  that  there  are  six  or  seven  currently  in  production  in 
this  country.    In  fact,  Saturday,  February  12th,  Honolulu  Advertiser  announced  that  a 
new  biography,  WITH  MALICE  TOWARD  NONE  by  Stephen  B.  Oates,  professor  of  history  at 
the  University  of  Massachusetts  had  just  been  released 

A  recent  book,  TWENTY  DAYS,  tracing  the  series  of  fourteen  funerals  conducted 
along  the  path  of  transporting  his  body  from  Washington  to  Springfield.    Each  major 
city  the  train  passed  through  had  the  casket  removed,  placed  in  a  hearse,  and 
conducted  in  funeral  procession  toa  central  church  to  conduct  another  ceremony.  The 

volun 
year 
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Delivered  on  March  22,  2978 
at  THE  AQUARIAN  FOUNDATION 
Ilikai  Hotel  -  Honolulu,  Hawaii 


"TRANSLATION  OF  LINCOLN'S  ASSASSINATION" 
Dr.  Frank  0.  Gladding 

Again  I  am  reading  my  speech.    This  could  be  a  touchy  subject.  I 
want  to  be  sure  to  say  what  I  wish  to  say  and  no  more.     Since  it  is  a  tick- 
lish subject  I  don't  want  it  said  that  I  said  anything  I  didn't  say.  Furthe 
more,  I  want  to  put  reasonable  limits  on  it.    To  quote  an  old  bromide  for 
emphasis  (and  by  the  wording  of  it  you  will  realize  its  antiquity),  it  was 
once  said  that  a  topic  should  be  like  a  young  lady's  frock:     "Long  enough 
to  cover  the  subject  and  short  enough  to  be  interesting." 

I  want  especially  to  pay  tribute  and  express  gratitude  to  the  mem 
ory  of  Carl  Sandburg  for  his  superb  "Abraham  Lincoln  -  the  Prairie  Years" 
and  "The  War  Years"  -  six  volumes  superbly  written  with  his  poetic  expres- 
sion.   Many  of  the  quotes  used  in  this  composition  may  be  found  in  this 
biography  of  Lincoln. 

My  Interest  in  Abraham  Lincoln  was  engendered  by  the  uncle  after 
whom  I  am  named,  one  Frank  Cummings.     (It  would  seem  that  some  of  my  kin 
made  their  way  out  here  and  wisely  mingled  with  the  natives.)    Uncle  Frank, 
being  a  southern  Michigan  State  Senator,  was  a  dyed-in-the  wool  Republican. 
Having  been  born  in  1860,  the  year  that  Lincoln  was  elected,  he  was  deeply 
interested  in  Lincoln's  life.    To  be  sure,  he  had  more  than  ample  reasons 
for  his  interests  other  than  the  coincidence  of  his  birth  date.    When  the 
Lincoln  Memorial  in  Washington,  D.C.  was  dedicated  in  1922,  he  made  it  a 
definite  point  to  be  among  those  present.    At  this  time  Mr.  Edward  Markham 
read  his  famous  tribute  to  Lincoln,  "Lincoln,  the  Man  of  the  People". 

My  uncle  was  so  impressed  with  this  tribute  and  with  the  bearing 
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as  being  the  date  or  the  dedication. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/speecheshonoringglad 


